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Citizens asked to support proposal 
On Dec. 14, Pierre resi

dents, will decide whether or 
not to accept the proposed 
YMCA-Civic Center to be 
built adjacent to Riggs High 
School, the city, the school 
district and the YMCA are all 
involved. 

The $2.6 million project will 
include an auditorium with a 
seating capacity of 1,000, an 
unusually large facility for a 
city the size of Pierre. In 
addition, the YMCA center 
will include an olympie sized 
indoor swimming pool, 1 or 2 
racquetball courts, exercise 
room, lockerrooms, etc. 

It is encouraging to note 
that the city hopes to finance 
their portion ( 1.9 million) with 
the city sales tax. No 
additional tax will be levied at 
this time, according to the 
Mayor Clint Gregory. 

The YMCA however is 
dependent upon the genero
sity of the local citizens. They 
hope to raise $800,000 to 
finance their share of con
struction costs and to pay for 
current operating expenses. 
The YMCA fund drive has 
already begun. 

Some people have ex
pressed concern over the 
resulting loss of the practice 
field for high school athletics 
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and the loss of space for 
future expansion. However, 
the softball field located to the 
north of the !'<chool can be 
sodded and altered to serve as 
both a softball and football 
field. Proponent!'< of the plan 
estimate that the school could 
be expanded one hundred 
fifty percent and still n◊t be 
hampered by the civic center 
building on the west. 

One of the reasons the 
YMCA Board of Directors 
supported the site is to make 
the facilities available to high 
school students. 

Tom Beernsten, executive 
director of lhe YMCA praised 
the unprecendented coopera• 
tion of the school board, city, 
and YMCA in a capital 
projecl. "I think it is an 

, indication of good economics 
and community spirit," Beern
sten emphasized. 

We feel a, facility such as 
this will do much to establish 
Pierre as a leader in central 
South Dakota. The residents 
will be benefiting in increased 
social, physical and rultural 
opportunities. 

We hope that Riggs 
students will vote and/or 
encourage their parents to 
vote for the proposal. 

Why no 

pop machines? 

To The Editor: 
I have known for some time 

now that the student council 
has passed a recommendation 
to have a pop machine 
installed in the student 
lounge. Since then I have also 
learned that Mr. Lonbaken 
says "no way". I ask why 
not? It seems to me the 
teachers have one in their 
lounge, why can't we? 

Recently the football team 
played Brookings, and much 
to our surprise we found pop 
machines, (both Coca-Cola and 
Pepsi) in the halls of the 
school, not to mention a 
special student room called 
"De shop", where they sold all 
kinds of snacks, as well as 
records. There was even a 
stereo. The pop machines 
didn't seem to be problems. 

I'm asking the "Governor" 
to please find the facts about 
the pop machine dilemma and 
write an in-depth report 
giving both sides a chance to 
voice their opinion. 

Sincerely 
Scott Schuetzle 

RIGGS HIGH SCHOOL GOVERNOR 

Standardized Tests 
Is there a better way? 

Every year high school students 
across the country sit down at 
some time to take the ACT, PSAT, 
SAT, !TED, ASVAD and a 
collection of other standarized 
tests. 

Hundreds of colleges and other 
post high school institutions use 
these tests as a basis for 
admission. 

But in recent years the 
students, the colleges, the media, 
and even the test makers 
themselves have been questioning 
the value of such tests. 

Can a single test or even a series 
of tests really measure how much 
knowledge a given person has 
acquired? Can a blanket testing 
program fairly judge an individu
al's own progress in learning 
environments that may be com
pletely different in South Dakota 
and Iowa or Kentucky and Alaska? 
Are these tests worth the money, 

the time and the effort spent on 
them? 

Many people say no'. In 
California, for example, colleges 
and universities will not refuse 
admission solely on the basis of 
low test scores. 

On the other hand, there are 
those who feel there should be 
some kind of yardstick for colleges 
to go by. They argue that there is 
no better way to evaluate the 
development and potential of 
students. 

It is a difficult and puzzling 
question which affects all high 
school students more than anyone 
else. 

In the coming months, the 
"Governor" will try to examine the 
controversy in depth, and answer 
some of the questions that have 
been raised about standardized 
tests. 

'Everyone else does it'. ■ ■ 

Carol Baker 

I've seen it with my own eyes! 
No, it wasn't a beautiful sunset 

over the Missouri River bluffs. It 
was Riggs, good ole' Riggs High, 
and it was a mess. 

Students convince themselves 
that when they throw a piece of 
paper on the grass, paking lot, 
sidewalk, hallway or lunch room, 
they aren't huring anything. 

"Everyone else does it!" 
Any pollution is ugly, but when 

the area around the high school is 
the worst mess in town, we are 
earning a reputation we don't 
need. 

What is your excuse? There are 
garbage cans in all the parking 
areas around school. Who do you 
expect to pick up after you? the 

janitor? the wind? a magic fairy? 
your mother? 

Last year when the school was 
being evaluated, we picked up the 
litter. But this year we don't have 
that motivation. 

It's a matter of getting our 
minds where they belong. Who 
likes ugliness? Land pollution is 
not only ugly, but it is harmful. 
And consider the future--we are 
leaving a permanent memorial of 
our generation--a mess of cans, 
bottles, candy wrappers, sacks and 
junk. 

This world will be yours in a few 
years, pollution and all. Classes of 
'77, '78, '79, within three years this 
ugliness will be your constant 
reminder of your irresponsible 
years. Do you want that? 

Trash strewn at random on the school grounds is a monument to 
student apathy. A concerted student effort should be made to clean up 
the area surrounding Riggs. 
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'Governor' students' interviews reveal bleak outlook for local agralogists 

This skull found lying outside of Pierre is symbolic of the prevailing 
drought conditions in Central South Dakota. Hopefully, things won't get 
as bad as they did for this critter. [photo by Shelley Wooley]. 

Hard time ahead for students seeking jobs 

because of the drought, 
students looking for jobs will have 
a harder time than in the past, 
according to Maynard Deuter of 
Job Service. 

Mr. Deuter went on to explain 
that high school students are 
usually hired for unskilled jobs. 
Today those jobs are going to 
unemployed adults in search of 
work. 

As an example of the job 
decline, Mr. Deuter pointed out 
that in the summer of 1975 Job 

Service placed over 100 people in 
farm jobs. This summer they 
placed under ten. 

Another example was cleanup 
crews. In the past, three or four 
teen-agers have been hired to do 
cleanup work. This year only one 
would be hired for the same 
amount of work. 

According to Mr. Deuter, Pierre 
employers are already hiring 
fewer people, and unless the 
drought breaks it could get worse 
across the entire state. 

Amid mounting speculation 
about the impact which the 
drought may have on local farmers 
and ranchers, the "Governor" 
gathered a sampling of student 
opinions. 

Interviews with several stu
dents of Riggs High who are 
involved in agriculture revealed 
that all believe a monetary or 
property loss of some kind is 
inevitable for the ranchers and 
farmers in Hughes & Stanley 
counties. 

The students agree that the 
drought will take its toll on the 
South Dakota farmers and 
ranchers. Comments the students 
made are serious and often a 
frightening view of the conditions 
that now prevail in agriculture. 

"We've been forced to sell our 
cattle. All of our dams and wells 
are dry," said one senior whose 

parents live on a ranch in Stanley 
County. This is not an unusual 
statement to hear when listening 
to those students whose parents 
are in agriculture. 

Some say it is the worst year for 
farming after 25 years in the 
business. 

As for summer wheat, few 
farmers harvested any at all. 
Winter wheat, even though it did 
make a showing, was too short to 
combine. 

Conditions are bad, possibly as 
bad as the years of the Great 
Depression. And, unfortunately 
there are no signs that the 
conditions will improve. 

Not surprisingly, it is the small 
farmer that is most severely 
affected. As one student put it, 
"It's gotten to the point where you 
have to own a big operation to 
make a profit," and that implies to 
survive a drought also. 

Drought's effect on Riggs expected to be small 

The Pierre schools will not be 
seriously affected by the drought 
according to Jack Titus, Pierre 
Independent School District busi
ness manager. 

"As long as it is not a prolonged 
situation, the school system will 
not be drastically affected," Titus 
said. 

Titus explained that the school 
is funded in part by property tax 
and, as there has been a lot of real 
estate expansion in Pierre, the 
money situation is relatively 
stable. 

"If, however, the drought 
condition persists, it may force 
some changes," he admitted. 

When asked to specify what 
type of changes, Titus replied. 
"We will have to establis'.-1 
priorities, account for our prese;1t 
expenses and limit expansion." 

Titus acknowledged that plans 
were being made to build an 
addition to Riggs High in the near 
future but those plans will most 
likely be unaffected by the 
drought conditions. 

"We have the money in our 
outlay fund and will not have to go 
to a bond issue to build the new 
addition," he disclosed. 

"As for the future, Titus said, 
"the whole economy in South 
Dakota, as well as the schools, will 
suffer if the drought continues." 

Amity Aid Maddi Froehlich speaks three languages fluently 

Maddie Frohlich from Herisua, Switzerland, expresses her pleasure 
at being an Amity Aid in Pierre. [photo by Mark Schuler] 

Among French, English and 
;panish, Magdalena Frohlich 

says that English is her favorite 
language, which supports the 
reason why she came to America 
to be an Amity Aid. 

Magdalena, who prefers to be 
called Maddi, is from Herisua, 
Switzerland. She will be in Pierre 
for two quarters, assisting in Mrs. 

Beverly Mickelson's junior and 
senior high German classes as well 
as attending two high school 
classes. 

After 18 weeks in Pierre, Maddi 
will go to Camel, near San 
Francisco, California, to be a 
teacher's aid in French. 

Before coming to the states, 
Maddi attended the University in 
Zurich, Switzerland, for three 
years, where she studied to be a 

language teacher. She taught for 
one year in Switzerland, teaching 
12-15 year old students Enidish.
French, German, history, drawing,
and physical education. 

Maddi, who is staying with the 
Willard Lenners family until in 
January (she will live with the 
Robert J ahraus family after 
Christmas), likes the people in 

Pierre and thinks it is a nice place. 
She said it was the nice Americans 
who she met in Switzerland that 
influenced her to come to the 
United States. 

This isn't Maddi's first visit to 
the United States, having visited a 
friend in Washington three years 
ago. Besides traveling, Maddi likes 
to snow ski, swim, listen to music, 
play her flute, cook, knit and read 
in her spare time. 
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Does anyone know wno that new Engels guy is? 
Paul Mernaugh 

If you were to walk down main 
street and ask the average citizen, 
"Who is Mike Engels?", you would 
probably get responses like this. 

"He,, played on Jeopardy last
week. 

"He helped write the Com
munist Manifesto." 

"He's got the world's record for 
eating live bullfrogs." 

But probably the most common 
answer would be, "Who?" 

The best way to answer the 
question, would be to tell you. He 
is presently the head wrestling 
coach for the Pierre schools and is 
the cute Biology teacher all the 
sophomore girls swoon over. 
Besides that he wasn't too bad as a 
high school and college wrestler. 

In 1968, Engels, a sophomore in 
high school, placed second in the 
state wrestling tournament at 133. 
The following year, he repeated 
his performance and once again 
placed second. 

In his senior year at Watertown 
High School, he won the state title. 
Engels; name is enshrined over the 
entrance of Watertown High 
School gymnasium with other 
state athletic winners for the 
school. 

After graduating from high 
school, Mr. Engels attended 
SDSU. There, he placed second 

in the North Central Conference 
tournament. Engels repeated his 
performance, placing second in the 
tournament the following year. He 
then went to the NCAA wrestling 
tournament and placed an 
outstanding second among the 

_Always will!ng to guide a prospective wrestler, head wrestling coach
Mike Engels, mstructs his young son Jason, age 17 months. [Photo by 
Shelly Wooley] 

nations top wrestlers. 
In '73 he won the NCC 

tournament and again in '7 4. He 
attended the NCAA tournament in 
'7 4 also and won another second 
place trophy. 

So, if by some chance, an 

inquiring reporter comes up to you 
and asks about Mike Engels, 
you'll know what to say. And, as 
soon as the wrestling season 
starts, everyone in Pierre will 
know who is leading the Riggs 
High squad to the championship. 

Taking a good wrestling position, the '76-'77 matmaids are; bottom row, from the left: Roxy 
'Smith, Patsy Olson, Lisa Yocom, Pat Butler, Sue Wheeler; top row Vicki Vottler, Barb Ellis, Yvette 
Hedman, Pam Johnson, Lori Young; standing Lisa Sack. Not pictured Laura Sack. [photo by Shelley 
Wooley] 
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Grapplers hold 
first wrestle-offs 

Competition was fierce Satur
day night as Riggs wrestlers 
competed for the 12 varsity 
positions in the team's final 
wrestle-offs. 

Wrestle-offs began Thrusday for 
the 40 wrestlers who have been 
out for practices since Nov. 1. 
Everyone in each weight class 
competes against all others in that 
class in the wrestle-offs. 

The winners in each class 
who earned varsity positions for 
the first match from 98 pounders 
to heavy weight are: Todd 
Padgett, Kirby Welch, Ed 
Peterson, Erik Johnson, Ray 
O'Day, Pat Rose, Redgie Olson, 
Bob Truax, Jeff Putzier, Rick 
Kelly, Terry Cromwell and Ron 
Schnabel. 

The first match of the '76-77 
season is a dual team tourney in 
Rapid City on Nov. 26 with schools 
from Rapid City, Madison, 
Mitchell, Sturgis, Huron, Water
town and Pierre competing. 

Coach Engels feels the team has 
progressed significantly since 
practice began, and he is pleased 
with their attitudes and hard 
work. 

He added that the nucleus of the 
team is the 105 and 145 weight 
classes as each have returning 
letterman or experienced per
sonnel. 

After talking to coaches around 
the state, Engels looks for Huron, 
Rapid City, Sioux Falls and 
Watertown (where he went to 
school under coach Marv Sherril), 
to be the main competition for the 
Governors. 

Matmaids chosen for 
this wrestling season 

"Wrestlers are no. 1", claim the 
12 girls who were chosen to make 
up the matmaid team for the 
'76-'77 wrestling season. 

Duties that the girls carry out 
involve keeping scores, mimeo
graphing programs, running 
scores to and from officials and 
generating school spirit with 
trinkets and signs put up around 
school and in the lockers of the 
wrestlers. They also aid the 
cheerleaders by giving vocal 
support at home matches as well 
as those away. 

Coach Larry Lundeen com
mented, "The girls are organized 
to aid the wrestlers and to 
encourage enthusiasm. They are 
looking forward to the season." 

He also pointed out that 
becoming a mat maid is no easy 
job. The girls go to classes where 
they learn about the sport. Then 
they take a written test. The girls 
who score best on the test win 
positions at mat maids for the 
season. Captains are the girls who 
have the highest scores on the 
test. 






